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‘WOMAN'S EXCHANGE. 


Miss Grace Carew Sheldon describes 
the growing Industry which she 
organized in May, 1886. 


In May, 1886, the Woman's Exchange 
of Buffalo was founded by Miss Grace 
Carew Sheldon. This week it is cele- 
brating Its elghteenth anniversary by 
an opening, to which all are invited. 
For fourteen years it occupied part of 
the third floor of the White fireproof 
building, but three years ago last 
November it was moved into the spa- 
cious Sheldon home, which is in the 
best residence district of the city, No. 
1094 Main street, opposite Saint Paul 
street, where it has fine, large show- 
rooms. It may be easily reached by any 
Main street car, and visitors are gladly 
welcomed, from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. 

In speaking of its years of activity 
Miss Sheldon said recently: “The day 
the exchange opened its doors, al- 
though inexperienced in business, my 
determination was to have an insti- 
tution in my native city. which would 
always prove of immediate help to 
handicapped women, and in looking 
back over its years of activity I am 
Pleasantly reminded of thousands of 
instances in which ita methods have 
been tried and not found wanting, 80 
somehow I builded better than I knew. 

“My personal activity enabled me to 
dispense with committees and conse- 
quent delays, and my earnest desire 
has been to have the confidence of and 
co-operation with my contributors. 

“To my way of thinking, it is a crime 
to waste mentality, in other words, to 
raise expectations in anyone’s mind 
which cannot be realized. To avold 
this I have systematized our various 
departmental workers and in conse- 
quence have no loss of material or 
time. My contributors sing at their 
work, and wesve into their productions 
selling virtues, which prove an intan- 
gible, but forceful, aid in selling them. 

“In every line I demand perfection 
and I get it. My success in acting as a 
medium betrveen the buyer and worker 
has been beyond expectation, and when 
carefully executed orders are finished, 
with a prompt check we invariably re- 
ceive a commendatory note of thanks. 

“No order 1s too small for our consid- 
eration, for we remember that ‘many 
a mickle makes a muckle.’ 

“Our prices, which are set, are regu- 
lated by investigation and experience, 
and we receive ten per cent. on all 
goods sold, which gives 90 per cent. to 
our contributors. This limited commis- 
sion proves that the system of wom- 
en’s exchanges is purely philanthrop- 
ical, but that in union there is strength. 
In order to make the demand equal to 
or exceed the supply, we must be con- 
tinually active, creative and distribu- 
tive. For years we have sent broad- 
cast our price list, and it has proved a 
fine mail-order medium. Our exhibit 
sales in large summer and winter re- 
sorts have made us hosts of customers 
outside of Buffalo, and our home list 
of patrons, added to these, gives us a 
large clientele, of which any institution 
might well be proud. 

“Within the year the exchange has 
enlarged its scope, becoming interna~ 
tional in order to admit the work of 
women from Porto Rico, Cuba, the 
Philippines, Nova Scotia and Canada. 
Ultimately we shall exchange work 
with Great Britain and European coun- 
tries, as we know that our novelties are 
much admired when sent abroad. 

‘We have also an idea department, 

ich women may join and profit from, 
which is working famously, and our 
‘latest department is one which is des- 
tined to aid those of our patrons who 
are blessed with this world's goods. To 
aid a rich woman seems unnecessary, 
and yet there are many such who are 
burdened with requests galore. We can 
help them to relieve themselves of con- 
stant giving, nine tenths of which pro- 
duces no result. Give us a chance. 

“To anyone who wants to hear from 
us, we say, send in your request, with 

uur @ two-cent stamp, and we will put you 
BUFFAR™ the line of least resistance, be you 
Hisroseh or poor, single or married, young 
MUSE a. Dinna forget.” 


